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indignation of the Russians is easily imagined. Late
in the century the Hohensollern Reich joined that of
the Habsburgs in baiting the Romanoffs in this way*
It is historically interesting that during the Crimean
War a group of Prussians led by the Prussian Am-
bassador to London, Count Bunsen, had urged upon
King Frederick William IV that he should pose as the
champion of Ukrainian independence against the Tsar
and even annex Russian territory. Since Frederick
William IV was the Tsar's devoted friend, this had,
of course, led to no result. Later, in the feverish year
1887, Bismarck was willing enough that the Ukrainian
question should be thrown, among other missiles, at
St. Petersburg, and an article in Gegenwart in 1888 in
favour of the partition of Russia was more or less
inspired by him. It was not, however, until the last
fifteen or twenty years before the World War broke
out that the Germans became systematically concerned
for the persecuted Ukrainians, through the activities
of their anti-Polish Qstmarkverein*
The outbreak of war led naturally to a tremendous
intensification of intrigue and propaganda. Russia
stood for Pan-Slavism, a slogan of oppression in East
Ukrainian ears. The Austrians busily championed
Ukrainianism, petting Ukrainian deserters and refugees
from Russia and schooling them in their separatism.
The mass of the Ruthene and Ukrainian peasants
were probably still unaware of these issues, but through
their very small middle and professional classes a slowly
growing number of people were affected by one or other
nationalism. German publicists., like Paul Rohrbach,
who pressed for a more vigorous exploitation of the
Ukrainian situation, were finally rewarded by the